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Southern York County School District Mission

The Southern York County School District, through a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that promotes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Southern York County School District Vision

Our vision of the Southern York County School District is that of a dynamic organization that will work 
in partnership with the family and community and will continuously strive to develop productive,  
contributing, responsible citizens, capable of meeting the global challenges of the future.

Southern York County School District Beliefs

We believe:
1. Everyone can learn.
2. Every person is entitled to the opportunity for an education that allows maximization of    

individual capabilities.
3. Responsibility for education is shared by students, family, teachers, administrators, and    

community.
4. Learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual but also the social,    

emotional, cultural, and physical development of the learner.
5. Preparation and motivation for learning must begin at home.
6. Learning is best achieved in a safe environment.
7. Respect for individual diversity is an essential element of a positive learning environment.
8. Teaching the process of learning, which requires various levels of thinking, is as important as   

teaching the content.
9. High expectations are an integral part of the learning process. Practical, applicable learning   

skills, knowledge, and abilities should provide the foundation for the teaching process.
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A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Members of the Southern York County Community:

I am pleased to present the 2012-2013 Southern York County School District Annual Report. 

We remain focused and committed to sustaining high student achievement.  The results detailed in this 
report are demonstrated positive outcomes resulting from this focus and commitment.  We are pleased 
to highlight many student accomplishments, both inside and outside the classroom.  You will quickly 
notice that we are extremely proud of our students. 

In fiscal 2012-13, we managed our business well. An organization-wide culture of cost effective opera-
tions continues to position us well to maintain our excellent educational program despite the economic 
challenges we have been faced with the past five years.  

I want to thank our school board, administration, faculty, and staff.  I know, firsthand, that everyone 
works tirelessly and collaboratively each and every day for the success of our students.   Our administra-
tive team is the finest I have experienced in my 41 years of public education service.  Our faculty and 
staff are extremely dedicated and members of our school board provide outstanding leadership and 
guidance. 

We achieved great things in 2012-2013 and believe we are well positioned for continued success in 
2013-2014.   Our promise to you is that we will continue to work hard each day to provide the best edu-
cational opportunities for our students and to make sure that every dollar is spent wisely.

                  Sincerely Yours,

 

     Dr. Thomas R. Hensley
     Superintendent of Schools 
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High Student Achievement

Our top priority remains our students.  Helping them achieve academic growth is our 
daily focus. Our sustained academic achievement is obtained through continuous 
curriculum development and the implementation of rigorous instructional opportu-
nities.  All instruction is differentiated to meet the individual needs of each student.

Southern’s Formula for Sustained Success

• We place extreme importance on having highly qualified educators teaching all 
children in all schools, in every subject, in every classroom.

• We are committed to the ongoing development and coordination of curriculum 
and instruction, using research-based instructional programs aligned with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education standards. 

• Our web-based curriculum is accessible to staff and parents 24/7.

• We provide yearlong professional development opportunities that are aligned to District goals, 
teacher needs, and the ever changing diverse needs of our students.

• Our educational leaders and teachers effectively use technology to implement comprehensive as-
sessment and evaluation, which provides reliable data to guide all instructional decisions.

• By purchasing and implementing quality research-based instructional programs, materials, resourc-
es and technology, we are able to maximize learning and teaching. 

 
Graduates and Post-Secondary Education

The following are the results of the survey of our 2013 graduates.  Conducted annually by the Guidance 
Department, the survey is designed primarily to provide the school with information on the graduates’ 
current status and to remind them of our continuing interest in them and our availability to them should 
they need our help.

A total of 238 questionnaires were given to all who received diplomas in June.  All graduates have been 
accounted for.
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High Student Achievement

PA School Performance Profile

The purpose of the Pennsylvania’s School Performance Profile (SPP) is to comprehensively assess the 
academic performance of each school across the Commonwealth.

While schools previously received a No Child Left Behind Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) designation, 
public schools now receive an academic performance score based on demographic data, academic 
data, and an academic performance score.

The School Building level academic scores are based on 100 points and derived from the following data:

• 40%: Academic achievement measures, including the percent of students proficient or better on the 
PSSA and Keystone exams; percent proficient or advanced on PSSA grade three reading; SAT and ACT 
information

• 5%: Closing the achievement gap in math, reading, science, and writing for all students

• 5%: Closing the achievement gap in math, reading, science, and writing for historically under-per-
forming groups (economically disadvantaged, English language learners, students with disabilities)

• 40%: Students’ academic growth as measured by the Pennsylvania Value-Added Assessment System

• 10%: Other factors such as graduation rate, promotion rate, attendance rate and more 

We are very proud of the overall performance of our students, which is largely attributed to the hard 
work of our teachers and administrators.

Out of 100 Possible Points (schools that score a 70% or greater are considered satisfactory)

   •  Susquehannock High School:  93%
   •  Southern Middle School:  86.9%
   •  Friendship Elementary School:  85.7%
   •  Shrewsbury Elementary School:  90.4%
   •  Southern Elementary School:  94.8%

Southern York County School District can be extremely proud that when comparing all 
other kindergarten through sixth grade buildings across York County, all three of our           
elementary school ranked in the top five.  

Southern Middle School ranked second in comparison to other York County middle schools 
serving grades seven and eight.  

Susquehannock High School ranked second in comparison to other York County high 
schools. 

Through extensive data analysis, our educational leaders will continue to look at strengths and needs 
in order to develop specific goals, which will ensure continuous student achievement growth in each 
building.
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High Student Achievement

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) Scores

The SAT is a globally recognized college admission test that lets students show colleges what they know 
and how well they can apply that knowledge. It tests knowledge of reading, writing and math — subjects 
that are taught every day in high school classrooms.  Susquehannock High School students performed 
well above the state and national averages on the SAT. 

Advanced Placement Exams

A total of 247 Advanced Placement exams were taken in 2013 by students in grades 11 and 12.  The 
District encourages college-bound students to take these exams for possible exemption from freshman 
collegiate courses. The College Board suggests that AP exam scores of three or higher should qualify 
students to receive college credit or advanced placement.  89% of our students scored three or higher on 
the Advanced Placement exams. 

The Southern York Digital Academy

The Southern York Digital Academy is a comprehensive K–12 education delivered in an online format.  
The teachers for the Digital Academy are from Southern’s staff, which is made up of 100% highly quali-
fied teachers.  The Academy offers a fully blended approach to learning, which allows families flexibility 
and choices in their student’s education.  All students have the opportunity to participate in any District 
run program such as art and design, technical education, music, athletics, etc.  Students are a part of the 
Southern school community and have access to the opportunities afforded to students who attend our 
elementary, middle, and high schools. 

Students who graduate from the Southern York Digital Academy receive a Susquehannock High School 
diploma and are able to participate at commencement ceremonies with other members of the graduat-
ing class.  

The Southern York Digital Academy demonstrates our commitment to a 24/7 online learning environ-
ment to meet the needs of a wide variety of students.
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Band, Elementary:
• Warrior Cadets (18 Elementary Honors    
    Band students) performed for residents of the 

         Shrewsbury Lutheran Retirement Village

Band, Southern Middle School:
•  Band students participated in Band Night at 

Susquehannock High School’s Football game
•  Jazz Band performed at the 13th Annual Jazz 

Fest 
• 10 Southern Middle School students per-

formed in the York County Middle School 
Honors Band Concert

 •  Earned a Superior Rating at the High Note 
Music Festival at Dorney Park 

Band, Susquehannock High School:
• Marching Band finished in 5th place at the 

Liberty Open Class of the Cavalcade of Bands
• One Susquehannock High School Student 

performed in the United States Army All-
American Marching Band

• Nine students participated in the York County 
High School Honors Band Festival

• Three students participated in the Pennsyl-
vania Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
District 7 Band Festival

• Two students participated in the PMEA 
 Region 5 State Band Festival
•  One student participated in the PMEA All 

State Wind Ensemble
• Jazz Band performed at the 13th Annual Jazz 

Fest 

• Percussion students (grades 4-12) worked 
with Dr. John Wooton as part of the District’s 
annual Percussion Day

Baseball:
• Four players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
• Advanced to PIAA District III Tournament

Basketball, Boys:
• Gretchen Wolf Swartz Sportsmanship Award
• One player was named to the York-Adams  

All-Star Team
Basketball, Girls:

• Gretchen Wolf Swartz Sportsmanship Award
• One player was named to the York-Adams  

All-Star Team
• One player was selected as the PIAA District III 

AAA Most Valuable Player during tournament 
play

Choir:
• Four Friendship Elementary School students, 

three Southern Elementary School students,  
and three Southern Middle School students 
performed in the Organization of American 
Kodály Educators (OAKE) National Choir in 
Hartford, Connecticut

• Nine Southern Elementary School students 
performed in the York County Elementary 
Honors Choir Festival

• 10 Friendship Elementary School students 
performed in the York County Elementary 
Honors Choir Festival

Excellence Outside the Classroom
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Chorus, Elementary:
• Four Friendship Elementary School students, 

four Shrewsbury Elementary School stu-
dents, and  four Southern Elementary School 
students performed in the PMEA District 7 
Elementary SongFest

• Friendship Elementary School sixth grade
  theatre students presented “Cinderella” dur-

ing their Dessert Theatre
Chorus, Secondary:

• 10 Southern Middle School students par-
ticipated in the ACDA Sweet Soundsations 
Women’s Choral Festival 

•  Six Southern Middle School students attend-
ed the PMEA District 7 Middle School Song 
Fest

• 10 Southern Middle School students attend-
ed the ACDA Boyz Noyz Men’s Choral Festival

• Southern Middle School students earned a 
Superior Rating at the High Note Music Festi-
val at Dorney Park 

• One Susquehannock High School student 
was selected for the PMEA District 7 Chorus

• One Susquehannock High School student 
was selected for the PMEA Region V Chorus 
Festival 

• One Susquehannock High School Student 
performed for the NAfME All-Eastern Mixed 
Chorus Ensemble in conjunction with the 
NAfME All-Eastern Mixed Chorus Ensemble 
in conjunction with the NAfME All-Eastern 
Conference

• One Susquehannock High School student 
performed in the PMEA All-State Chorus 

Cross Country, Boys:
• One athlete was named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team

Cross Country, Girls:
• One athlete was named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
Field Hockey:

• One player was named YAIAA Player of the 
Year

• Three players were named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team

Football:
• Three players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
Lacrosse, Girls:

• One player was named to the York-Adams  
All-Star Team

Orchestra:
• Southern Middle School students earned a 

Superior Rating at the High Note Music Festi-
val at Dorney Park 

• One Susquehannock High School student 
participated in the PMEA District 7 Orchestra 
Festival

• Seven Susquehannock High School Students 
participated in the York Youth Symphony

• 14 elementary and middle school students 
participated in the York Junior Symphony

PA Computer Fair
•  Two Susquehannock High School students 

placed third in the Graphic Design and Logo 
Design in the regional competition of the 
Pennsylvania High School Computer Fair 

Excellence Outside the Classroom
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Program Featured at the Annual PSBA/PASA 
Leadership Conference:

• Tips for Cost Effective Operations was a major 
program presented during the  Leadership 
Conference

Programs Highlighted at the PSBA/PASA 
Excellence Booth

•  “The Southern York Digital Academy” 
• “Moving the Brain into Action”
• “Marketing a Food Service Program”
• “Today’s Thinkers and Creators:  Tomorrow’s 

Entrepreneurs”
Soccer, Boys:

• Two players were named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team

Soccer, Girls:
• Two players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
Softball:

• Two players were named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team

• Advanced to PIAA District III Tournament
Swimming:

• Three athletes were named to the York- 
Adams All-Star Team 

Tennis, Boys:
• One player was named to the York-Adams 
 All-Star Team
• York-Adams Division II Champion

Tennis, Girls:
• York-Adams Division I Champion
• One player was the York-Adams Singles 

Champion
• One player was the PIAA District II AAA 

Singles Champion

• One player was named the YAIAA Player of 
the Year

• Two players were named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team

• Coach was named York-Adams Division I 
Coach of the Year

Theatre:
• The Susquehannock High School Theatre 

presented A Midsummer Night’s Dream  for its 
fall play.

• The Susquehannock High School Theatre 
 presented The Phantom of the Opera for its 

spring musical.
Track and Field, Boys and Girls:

• Coach was named York-Adams Division II 
Coach of the Year

Track and Field, Girls:
• Three athletes were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
• York-Adams Division II Champion
• Four athletes competed in the PIAA District III 

Championship
• Four athletes competed in the PIAA State 

Track and Field Championship
Volleyball, Girls:
• York-Adams Division I Champion
• Three players were named to the York-Adams 

All-Star Team
• One player was named to the PIAA District III 

All-Star Team
• One player was named to the PIAA District III 

AAA All-State Team
• Coach was named York-Adams Division I  

Coach of the Year

Excellence Outside the Classroom
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Recognized For Excellence
Award of Achievement

The Southern York County School District was a recipi-
ent of the 2013 Award of Achievement for its shared 
services agreement with the Southern Branch YMCA 
from the Pennsylvania Association of School Business 
Officials (PASBO). The School District and the South-
ern York County YMCA entered into a shared services 
agreement that addressed needs of each organization. 
Prior to the agreement, the District rented the YMCA’s 
swimming pool for use by the Susquehannock High 
School’s swim team. 

Recent budget cuts made this item more difficult to fund. The YMCA, on the other hand, was having dif-
ficulty funding maintenance projects and getting repairs done in a timely fashion. The solution for both 
organizations was to have the district’s skilled maintenance and custodial staff members provide main-
tenance services for the YMCA in exchange for rental of the pool. This shared agreement has resulted in 
savings for the School District, improved maintenance at the YMCA, and a stronger relationship between 
the two organizations.

Electronic Publications Award

The School District received  ‘Awards of Excellence’ for two of its e-Publica-
tions:  The Alumni Pride newsletter and The Southern Way community news-
letter.  These two publications were two of only four publications recognized 
statewide for this award, presented by the Pennsylvania School Boards As-
sociation (PSBA).

District Website Received Award

The District’s website (www.sycsd.org) was one of only six school districts 
from across the state to be selected by the Pennsylvania Association of School Boards for its website 
award.  School district websites were judged on general appearance, design, content, navigation, us-
ability, and appropriate use of media for the message.  This was the third consecutive year for the award.

‘Outstanding School Library’ Award

The Southern York County School District received the 2013 Outstanding School Library District Award 
by the Pennsylvania School Librarians Association (PSLA). The District was chosen for this award for ex-
ceeding the criteria of “Developing a Vision for Learning,” “Role of the Library Program in Teaching and 
Learning,” “Building a Learning Environment,” and “Empowering Learning through Leadership.”

The District’s five librarians received the award at the 40th Annual PSLA Conference. They include 
Lynn Clements (Southern Elementary School), Anne Bozievich (Friendship Elementary School), Wendy 
Fitzgerald (Shrewsbury Elementary School), Norma Conley (Southern Middle School), and Kayse Corrieri 
(Susquehannock High School).
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Recognized For Excellence
Excellence in School Facilities

The Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO) recognized 
the Southern York County School District with the 2013 Gold ‘Award of Ex-
cellence in School Facilities.’  This award recognizes districts with exceptional 
school facilities best practices. The District received the award along with a 
$1,000 scholarship from sponsor, SchoolDude, which was used for staff devel-
opment. This is the second year the District received the award. 

The District was judged in seven core areas, including Facilities Maintenance 
and Management, Facilities Capital Improvement and Construction, Grounds 
Management, Housekeeping, Staff Management, Environmental Safety, Bench-
marking, and Data Management.

Teachers Received ‘Outstanding’ Awards

Two teachers from the Southern York County School District were 
the recipients of the ‘Outstanding Teacher Award’ for 2012-13, 
sponsored by the Shippensburg University School Study Council. 
Friendship Elementary School First Grade Teacher Sue Barnhart 
and Southern Middle School Social Studies Teacher Andrew War-
ren were honored at a luncheon at the University. This is the 14th 
year in a row that at least one teacher from the Southern York 
County School District was selected for this honor. 

As a middle school social studies teacher, Warren teaches world 
history to seventh graders and United States history to eighth 
graders. A graduate of Penn State, Warren earned both his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Penn State. 
During his tenure at Southern, Warren said he has seen many advances in the field of technology.  

Likewise, Barnhart has worked in the District for 24 years, having 
been a teacher and reading specialist at Southern Elementary for 
12 years and a teacher at Friendship Elementary for 12 years. A 
lifelong resident and alumnus of the Southern York County School 
District, Barnhart received her Bachelor’s degree from Millersville 
University and her Master’s degree from Western Maryland Col-
lege (McDaniel College).

The selection process for both teachers included recommenda-
tion letters from their schools’ administration. Warren and Barn-
hart wrote essays and supplied information on their professional 

backgrounds as well. They were also selected for their commitment to ongoing professional development, 
for utilizing innovative practices in the classroom, for serving in leadership roles in their schools, and for their 
commitment to community service.
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The Southern York County School District helps to foster future leaders as its students display acts of 
kindness and generosity to help those less fortunate throughout the school year. Here are just a few:

Schools Battled, Raised Money 

Administrators, teachers, and staff from the Southern York 
County School District battled one another as they slithered 
like snakes, tossed Ping Pong balls and Hershey Kiss choc-
olates, and shot baskets all in order to raise money for the 
Southern York County School District Foundation’s scholar-
ship program. The fifth annual Battle of the Buildings raised 
more than $4,500 for student scholarships.

Susquehannock Warriors helped Wounded Warriors

The Susquehannock High School Warriors raised $3,558.20 to help support wounded warriors. As part of 
the Wounded Warrior Project, the high school baseball team worked on the community service program 
to help raise awareness and funds for the Project. The Wounded Warrior Project helps meet the needs of 
injured service members, by providing programs and services. The program serves veterans and service 
members who incurred a physical or mental injury, illness, or wound, coincident to their military service 
on or after September 11, 2001, along with their families.

Southern Middle School Took Stand Against Pediatric Cancer

Students at Southern Middle School danced, raced, and played 
games for seven hours to help children with cancer during its 
fifth annual Mini-THON. As part of the Four Diamonds Fund, the 
school raised $18,056.02 to help combat childhood cancer. The 
Four Diamonds Fund, which began in 1972, assists children who 
are treated for cancer at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital, 
along with their families. Inspired by Penn State’s yearly dance 
event, THON, the Mini-THON was the culmination of a year-
long fundraising effort. 

High School Social Group Sponsored Autism Walk

The Best Buds Club at Susquehannock High School raised 
$4,000 from its third annual Autism Walk. The high school 
club partnered with the Southern Branch YMCA for a 
community day, in conjunction with the YMCA’s Healthy 
Kids Day. The event featured a day of activities and walks 
around Miller Park as well and the track alongside the Paul 
Smith Library of Southern York County. Proceeds from the 
dual event benefitted both the Best Buds Club and Autism 
York, an organization in York and Adams Counties which 
provides support, events, and programs for autistic individuals, along with their parents and families. 
Members of the Best Buds Club donated $1,869.28 to Autism York.

Warriors Give Back:  Creating Future Leaders
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Highlights from the 2012-13 School Year
Student Named National Merit Scholarship Finalist

Susquehannock High School senior Ellie Lesko was recognized as 
a National Merit Scholarship finalist for 2013 and was selected for 
a National Merit-based scholarship. She was one of about 15,000 
semifinalists nationwide who advanced to this standing. Winners 
of National Merit Scholarship awards were chosen from the finalist 
group, based on their abilities, skills, and accomplishments.

The National Merit Scholarship Program is an academic competition 
for recognition and scholarships. High school students enter the   
National Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT), a test which serves as a screening of more than 1.5 million entrants each year, and by meeting 
published program entry/participation requirements.

District Programs Named ‘Exemplary’

Two Southern York County School District programs were selected 
by Shippensburg University as ‘Exemplary Programs.’ The Shippens-
burg University Study Council recognized the ‘Literacy and History’ 
program at Southern Middle School and the ‘Elementary Mentor 
Program’ at each of the elementary schools. The District received 
the awards and showcased these programs at Shippensburg Uni-
versity’s annual ‘Exemplary Program’ presentation. 

The ‘Literacy and History’ program was developed to combine 21st 
century literacy skills with critical thinking skills in the social stud-
ies curriculum. Students develop their skills as readers and writers, 
and cultivate their investigative skills. In addition, the ‘Elementary 
Mentor Program’ helps students grow academically, socially, and 
emotionally as they receive one on one support from positive adult 
role models, such as senior citizens, parents, and community mem-
bers. 

District Launched Pilot BYOD Program

Several Southern York County School District students may 
bring their laptops, iPads, iPods, eReaders and other electronic 
devices to school. The School Board approved a pilot program 
that allows students to use their personal devices in the class-
room. The Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program enables 
students to access and save information from the Internet, 
communicate with other learners, and use applications that 
are provided on the District’s network. The BYOD program 
does not require students to purchase any device. All students, 
either with their own device or with a District provided device, 
experience them as learning tools. 
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Highlights from the 2012-13 School Year
Southern Students Debated Issues

Fourth graders at Southern Elementary School learned about 
the political process when they posed as candidates, debated 
one another, and held mock elections to promote the issues and 
stress the importance of voting. Students represented each of 
the presidential and vice presidential candidates and spoke on 
their behalf. As part of the election process, the fourth graders 
formed committees, studied the issues, designed ballot boxes, 
election booths, and voter registration cards.  On Election Day, 
they also operated the election booths so students could vote.
     
Pennsylvania State Senator Michael Waugh and State Representative Ron Miller visited the school during 
the debate and discussed the importance of voting.   “I am excited to witness the Southern Elementary 
School Presidential Debate of 2012,” Senator Waugh told the student body. “Listen to where they stand 
on the issues as you make up your minds on how to vote.”

Students Received Arts and Writing Awards

Southern Middle and Susquehannock High School students 
earned awards in the 2013 South Central Pennsylvania Scho-
lastic Art & Writing Competition. The nationally recognized 
program awarded students for their creative excellence in 28 
different categories. The categories ranged from poetry to jour-
nalism, and painting to comic art. The District had 13 students 
from Southern Middle and Susquehannock High School re-
ceive awards. From more than 1,600 entries, 460 students were 
awarded gold keys, silvers keys, or honorable mentions. 

Susquehannock Student Played in U.S. Army Marching Band

Susquehannock High School senior Corey Mohar performed 
the snare drum at the United States Army All-American Bowl 
in January 2013. Mohar was selected as a member of the U.S. 
Army All-American Marching Band and performed at half-
time during the national high school football game at the 
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas.

Representatives from the National Association for Music Edu-
cation (NAfME) and the U.S. Army visited Susquehannock as 
part of an induction ceremony. The U.S. Army All-American 
Marching Band recognizes the top 125 high school senior 
marching musicians and color guard members from across 
the country, showcasing their talents during the football game. 
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Highlights from the 2012-13 School Year
Students Combined Books and Art 

Sixth grade students combined art with their love of read-
ing and designed their own personal bookshelves. Based on 
artist Jane Mount’s book, My Ideal Bookshelf, students used 
their favorite books as inspiration to create their own works 
of art. 

After learning about the Library of Congress’s list of the 100 
most influential books and the information found on a book’s 
spine, like the title, author, and publisher, students created 
their own book spines. Several students also collaborated 
and composed designs that would be used to decorate the 
ceiling tiles for the Southern Elementary school library.

    
Student Run Store Teaches Business Skills

Students and staff at Susquehannock High School may be-
gin their day with a specialty drink from Warrior Hideout, 
the school’s student operated coffee shop. The Southern 
York County School District approved a pilot program that 
established the coffee shop in the high school lobby. Op-
erated by the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
students, the coffee shop sells coffee, tea, cider, and hot 
chocolate each morning. Eventually, the shop will expand 
to sell these drinks after school as well.

The goal of the shop is “to provide the students and teachers of Susquehannock High School with high 
quality beverages at a low price and a place to relax before and after the school day, while providing a 
learning experience for FBLA members,”  said FBLA President Tim Frey, who spearheaded the plan through 
the high school’s Entrepreneurship class.

Middle School Students Excelled in Spelling Bee

Students from Southern Middle School participated in a 
school-wide spelling bee as part of the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee. Sponsored by E.W. Scripps Co., the spelling 
bee is the nation’s largest and longest-running education-
al program and helps to develop correct English usage 
that participants retain for life. 

During the Middle School event, 24 students competed 
in an oral bee that lasted 11 rounds. Eighth grader, Emily 
Hellwig was the champion after she correctly spelled the 
word, “mahogany.” Seventh grade students, Connor Dills 
Erik Younkin placed second and third respectively. 
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Return on Investment

A primary responsibility of the School Board and Administration is to en-
sure that public funds are spent in a responsible and cost effective manner.  
The Board and Administration also has an obligation to maintain a strong 
financial condition, high credit rating, and reserves sufficient to sustain our 
outstanding educational program during difficult financial periods. 

We can assure you these responsibilities were successfully executed.  District 
general obligation bonds carry a Moody’s Aa3 enhanced credit rating.  The District’s general fund balance 
(operating reserve) exceeds the target minimum of 5%, but remains below the state’s upper limit of 8%.  

While achieving these financial successes, the District has scored among the very highest in standardized 
test scores of school districts in York County.  Our physical plant is in excellent condition. With completion 
of the Friendship Elementary School building project, building for growth will not be necessary in the 
near future.  All of this implies future financial stability and the ability to provide continued support for 
our outstanding educational program.  

We believe we have the best rate of return, considering our next to lowest tax rate and sustained educa-
tional excellence, in York County. 

Tax Rates and Equalized Mills

The table to the right shows the real estate tax mills and 
equalized mills of the District in comparison to other York 
County districts in the Lincoln Intermediate Unit. 

What is a Real Estate Tax Mill?

A mill is a unit of currency that is equivalent to 1/1000 of a 
United States dollar (1/10 of one cent or $.001). A mill levy is 
the number of dollars a taxpayer must pay for every $1,000 
of assessed value. For example, the current 2013-14 real es-
tate tax rate of 17.51 mills results in a tax bill of $1,751 for a 
home assessed at $100,000. 

What is an Equalized Mill?        

An equalized mill is a standard millage calculated by divid-
ing a school district’s total taxes by its total market value.   In 
other words, equalized mills express tax rates as a percent-
age of market value. Equalized mills are used to provide real 
comparisons of actual tax efforts across district lines. This 
equalized mills data is worthwhile because the calculation 
includes the entire market value of school districts, including 
residential and commercial properties. 
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York County School Districts 
in the LIU

York City
Northeastern
Red Lion
Dallastown
Dover
South Eastern
York Suburban
West York 
Spring Grove
Eastern
Hanover
Central
Southern
South Western

2013-14  
Real Estate 
Tax Mills
33.7361
24.92
22.3888
22.26
21.483
21.4706
21.0381
20.6731
20.5048
19.77
18.83
17.76
17.51
17.24

2011-12 
Equalized 
Mills *
30.4
21.6
22.4
22.7
22.6
21.1
23.2
21.5
19.3
19.9
20.0
18.7
17.6
15.7

Southern’s tax rate is 
the second lowest in 

York County of school 
districts in the Lincoln 

Intermediate Unit. 

* 2011-12 is the most recent equalized 
mill data.



Budget

The Southern York County School District’s budget for 2013-14 of $49.6 million includes a 1.98% real es-
tate tax increase (0.34 mills).  This results in an additional $60.08 for the current median assessed home of 
$176,700 in the Southern York County School District.

The tax increase is slightly below the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) taxing index of 2.0%.  
The index is the amount determined by PDE as the allowable tax increase for the Southern York County 
School District. This is the 6th consecutive year the School District’s tax increase is below the PDE index. 
It is worth mentioning that the strategy of many school districts is to tax at or near the PDE index – a 
strategy that is difficult to dispute due to the uncertainties of revenue sources and known expenditure 
increases. It should be noted, however, that this is not the strategy of our Board of Education. The strategy 
of our Board of Education is to do everything possible to maintain the lowest possible tax rate necessary 
to carry on our outstanding educational program.  

The budget process included both short term and long term planning and included the priority to main-
tain average elementary class size within the Board guideline.

Average Elementary Class Size

The following steps were taken to reduce expenditures in the 2013-14 budget: 

•  Restructuring of debt to reduce payments for 2013-14: Payments will continue to decline going for-
ward.  Our long-term debt structure is outstanding and mentioned in a recent Moody’s rating report. 

•  Smoothing of health insurance premiums:  The administration worked with the actuaries to smooth 
rates out over a two-year period because of recent high claims. This smoothing was done based 
upon trend analysis and actuarial evaluation. 

•  Reduction in budgeted costs based upon historical data:  Budgeted costs were reduced in utilities, 
legal services, and tuition reimbursement. 

•  Reduction in building and area budgets:  Supply budgets were reduced for the third year in a row by 
5%. 

•  Reductions in staff:  Six positions were removed from the budget. This brings the total to more than 
45 positions the District has eliminated over the last four years. 
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2005-06 2007-08 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Grades K-2 20.5 20.6 22.1 21.1 21.2
Grades 3-6 23.8 24.4 23.7 23.0 23.4
Total Elementary 22.8 22.6 22.6 22.7 22.5
Board Guideline 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0
Total Enrollment 1589 1632 1700 1702 1640
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Increases in expenses include mandated special education costs (despite no increase in state funding 
for the past six years), legislated contributions to the state retirement system, and premium increases for 
health insurance. 

At the center of the issue of thorough and efficient funding of Pennsylvania public schools is that funding 
provided to Pennsylvania public schools from the State has declined to a historic low.  Act 580 of 1966 
included the recommendation that the State’s share in funding public schools should be a minimum of 
50%.  Funding provided to Pennsylvania public schools from the State reached a high of 55% in 1974, 
however has declined significantly, which has resulted in school districts having to raise the remaining 
funds at the local level. The chart below shows that the State share of funding public education in South-
ern York County has dropped to the staggering low of 30% for the 2013-14 school year.
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Cost effective operations are critical for freeing up the resources needed to drive our excellent educa-
tional program.  We are committed to spending your tax dollars carefully in order to provide the best 
possible education for our children.  Below are a few examples of cost effective operations at Southern 
York County School District (SYCSD):

•  Total Operations & Maintenance (staffing, contracted maintenance, supplies, and utilities) costs: 
Based on the square feet of our buildings, SYCSD operates its annual O&M program for $713,800 
less than other school districts in the state and $975,800 less than school districts of the same size 
in the state.

•  Total student transportation costs:  Based on a per pupil analysis, SYCSD spends nearly $500,000 
less than other school districts in the Lincoln Intermediate Unit.

•  Cooperative purchasing of supplies (art, athletic, AV, custodial, general school supplies, paper) and 
commodities (natural gas, fuel oil, and diesel fuel) resulted in savings of approximately $110,000 in 
2012-13. 

This resulted in approximately $1.6 million annual savings due to cost effective operations. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

While the overall financial condition of the school district is very good, it is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to balance our budget due to stagnant revenue and increasing costs related to mandated retire-
ment contributions and special education costs.    
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	General Fund Unassigned Fund Balance exceeds 5% of budget target.  

	2012-13 actual expenditures were $373,000 less than budgeted and $400,000 was allocated 
to capital projects in the District resulting in operation expenditures of $773,000 less than 
budgeted.

	Use of fund balance for 2012-2103 was $637,000 less than budgeted. The $802,000 use of fund 
balance occurred because budgeted expenditures exceeded revenues.  

	$1,839,000 of the General Fund Balance was used to balance the 2013-2014 budget. 

	Physical plant is in excellent condition due to ongoing capital program and the completion of 
the Friendship Elementary School project. 

	Financial condition of the School District supports a high quality educational program.



Graduation 2013 – 237 Alumni Join The Long Red Line

For the third consecutive year, rainstorms drove the graduation ceremony from the traditional athletic field set-
ting to the Susquehannock High School gymnasium, but spirits were not dampened.  The event was a celebra-
tion of traditions from beginning to end. 

Graduates marched before packed bleachers with a full house of overflow seating in the auditorium.  The band 
played “Pomp and Circumstance”; the choir sang the “Alma Mater”; Principal Dr. Bryson read from his rock-
ing chair (this year’s book was Yay You!, which ended with “I know you’ll be great; you already are”); foreign 
exchange students were introduced; scholarship winners were recognized; class officers and academic honor 
winners spoke; and the loudest ovation was reserved for graduates entering the military.  

Another popular tradition, the alumni speaker, continued with Darryl Engler, a member of the Class of 1965 and 
Distinguished Alumni honoree.  Darryl, said that he lives by the saying “Nothing’s fair,” a philosophy that every 
one of his former Southern Middle School math students knows all too well.  He told graduates that when they 
encounter something that’s not fair, there are two options: accept things the way they are, or change them. 

As a partner with our families and community, and stewards of our citizens’ tax dollars, the Board of 
Education and the Administrative Team of the Southern York County School District embrace the 
importance of open, thorough, and regular communication with our citizens. Please contact the 
School District at 717-235-4811, ext. 7278 or boardsecretary@sycsd.org if you have any questions, 
concerns or would like information related to our School District.


